Being Like God
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How many of you would like to be Like God? How many of you would like to be Better than God? How many of you would like to be smarter than God? Pride can creep in when we want to be God.

In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

…

And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." Gen 2

23For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in[1] Christ Jesus our Lord. Rom 6:23

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 
2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " 
4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

….

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked;

….

And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever."

The sin that Eve committed was that of pride. She wanted to be Like God. She wanted to be free from God’s rule. She wanted to be Above God. If you were given a choice between knowledge and living forever which would you choose? In our day and age we use the statement “Knowledge is power” and we think we just came up with it. But in fact it was that realization which drove Eve to commit the first sin.

What does this mean? Does this mean that we aught to be ignorant? No, pride is our enemy. We need to keep pride in check. I think of the man who walked around with a pin on his chest which said, “I am Humble.”  In Proverbs 16 we read:

18 Pride goes before destruction, 
a haughty spirit before a fall.

If Eve had read Proverbs she would have known that

Proverbs 11 says
2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, 
but with humility comes wisdom.

Psalm 111 says

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding.
If we want wisdom, if we want good understanding, if we want knowledge we need to study God’s laws and meditate on it day and night. Then we will be like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers. 

Pride is so easy and so hard to see especially in our selves. Lets pray that Pride will not take us down.

